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Los Angeles/Long 

Beach/Riverside Area 

18 million people 
•2nd Largest Metropolitan Area in U.S. 

•3rd Largest Economic Center in World 

•$736 million Gross Metropolitan Product 

NY-NJ-CT-PA  

22 million people 
•Largest Metropolitan Area in U.S. 

•2nd Largest Economic Center in World 

•$1.28 trillion Gross Metropolitan Product 

2 Regional Catastrophic Preparedness Grant Program Sites 



There are over 30 earthquakes a day in Southern California 

 

Southern California is Earthquake Country 



• Southernmost San Andreas 

• 180-mile rupture 

• Magnitude 7.8 

• 100 seconds of fault rupture 

• Shaking for over 2 

minutes in many places 

• Dr. Lucy Jones (USGS) led 

many scientists, engineers, 

and others to create a 

realistic scenario of what will 

happen 

 

One Possible “Big One” 



Widespread Strong Ground Shaking + Shaking of Long Duration = 

 300,000 buildings significantly damaged 

Widespread infrastructure damage  

 $213 billion damages 

 270,000 displaced persons 

50,000 injuries 

 1,800 deaths 

  

 

ShakeOut Scenario “Disaster Equation” 



Regional Disaster Housing Planning Project  
for the Los Angeles/Long Beach/Riverside RCPGP Area 
Counties of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura and local jurisdictions 

 
 The Disaster Housing Working Group was established to provide 

information, experience and perspectives to expand local 

knowledge and relationships and to contribute to various reports 

developed by this project:   

 

• Disaster Housing Assessment and Gap Analysis Report on the state of 

disaster housing preparedness throughout the five-county region;  

• Short-term/Interim Housing Options Research Report about 

considerations  related to identifying potential sites and facilities for  

short-term housing;  

• Legislative and Regulatory Resources and Barriers Report that looks at 

laws, programs, practices, and other processes that could hinder or 

help residential recovery and reconstruction; and  

•  Disaster Housing Planning Guide which includes information from all 

of the reports plus a disaster housing planning template.  

 



 

Safety Assessment Module (SAM) / MobileSAM 

 
• Using Applied Technology Council (ATC) guidelines, the Los 

Angeles Housing Department  has developed  software to 

enable building inspectors/assessors to digitally collect safety 
assessment data “in the field” after a disaster and 

automatically transmit data to a central server.  

  

• ATC-20: for safety evaluations, damage assessments, and 
decisions about continued use and occupancy of buildings 

damaged by a variety of disasters; most typically these forms 

are used after an earthquake.   

• ATC-45: for assessing the safety of buildings damaged by 
hurricanes, tornadoes, floods or other water or wind damage. 

 

• MobileSAM provides field assessors with electronic ATC-20 and 

ATC-45 forms on their Windows devices allowing them to 

assess buildings more efficiently.  After the electronic forms are 

completed, they will automatically transmit the data to the 

centralized SAM.   

 



Safety Assessment Module (SAM) / MobileSAM (Cont.) 

• If wireless connectivity is unavailable after a disaster, the data may 

be uploaded through a cable connection at an LAHD office.  

 

• SAM provides assessment scheduling and reporting software.  

Residential property address databases may be uploaded, allowing 

assessments to be conducted and tracked per property 

immediately.  SAM will also allow for assessments to be scheduled for 

individual assessors or assessor teams.   

 

• The reporting feature will allow for tracking the number of buildings 

that are unsafe to re-enter, those that need only minor repairs to 

make them safe to re-enter, and those that may only contain 

superficial damage, but are structurally sound and safe to re-enter. 

 

• Once completed, the software will be shared with any jurisdiction 

which wishes to use it for its own assessments.  Enhancements are 

being considered.  

 



NFIP Insurance Claims

$22.0

Private Insurance 

Claims

$25.0

SBA Loans

$7.4

State Hazard

Mitigation $1.7

FEMA Public

Assistance $2.6

Congressional 

Appropriations $10.6

 1 year Post-Katrina Funding (LA) 
in Billions 

 Block Grant Playbook 

Community 
Development  

Block Grants for  

Disaster Recovery  
$10.6 



Reilly Morse, Senior Attorney with the Mississippi Center for Justice,  

on post-Katrina Community Development Block Grants 

There was no playbook for these governors to 

turn to on how to spend these billions of dollars ... 

so they had to make it up” 

Block Grant Playbook Mission 

Block Grant Playbook 



Block Grant Playbook Program Catalog 

60 
“off the shelf” 

actionable 

housing  

recovery 

programs 

 Block Grant Playbook 



Housing Infrastructure Economic 

Development 

4 Buckets of CDBG-DR Programming 

Planning and 

Administration 

 Block Grant Playbook 



Program Profile Sheets 

 Block Grant Playbook 



Program Profile Sheets 

 Block Grant Playbook 



Block Grant Playbook Waiver Catalog 

45 
waivers to 

support 

program 

implementation 

 Block Grant Playbook 



Waiver Profile Sheets 

 Block Grant Playbook 



Waiver Profile Sheets 

 Block Grant Playbook 



PUP 
Participatory Urban Planning Toolkit 

Integrating the Community and Government 

 



How to leverage community capacity in  5 STEPS: 
  

 ACTIVATE      ASSESS      ENVISION      PLAN      IMPLEMENT 
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Disaster Housing Recovery Contacts 

Cynthia Barton 
NY-NJ-CT-PA RCPT 
RIC Housing Program Manager 

Disaster Housing Recovery  

Plan Manager, NYC Office of Emergency 

Management 

cbarton@oem.nyc.gov 

  

Erin McLachlan 
NY-NJ-CT-PA RCPT 
Director of Program Development 

emclachlan@regionalcatplanning.org 

 

Sally Richman 
Los Angeles/Long Beach/Riverside RCPGP Area 
LA Housing Department 

sally.richman@lacity.org 

 

 

Dina Maniotis 
NY-NJ-CT-PA RCPT 
RIC Housing Program Advisor 

Assistant Commissioner, NYC Office 

of Emergency Management 

dmaniotis@oem.nyc.gov 

 

 

Sarah Lavery 
NY-NJ-CT-PA RCPT 
RIC Housing Program Supervisor 

smlavery@regionalcatplanning.org 
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